Effect of incorporation of alkyl linkers into siRNAs on RNA interference.
Unintended (off-target) transcript silencing is a critical problem associated with RNA interference (RNAi)-based therapeutic applications. This paper shows that the incorporation of appropriate alkyl linkers at the center of the sense strands can suppress the off-target effects induced by the sense strands without reducing the RNAi-inducing activity of the antisense strands.